Quotes from A Tatterdemalion's Testimony

A selection of memorable lines from the author's raw, honest, and compelling voice
blending deep spiritual insight with trauma, wit, and a fierce will to survive.

Thematic Quotes

(These lines capture the core themes of the book: faith, trauma, healing, and finding one's
voice.)

1. "Telling your story is: It’s a way to redevelop your voice, the one that never
should have been taken from you."

e Why it works: This is the thesis of the entire memoir. It's powerful,
empowering, and speaks directly to anyone who has felt silenced.

2. "It’s not quite enough to be free. You have to unequivocally know you are free—
and live it."

e Why it works: This line goes beyond simple survival to the heart of true
healing. It's an aspirational and profound statement about recovery.

3. "We are not allowed to forget our stories, the tangled journeys littered with
scarred mile markers."

e Why it works: The imagery is beautiful and painful, perfectly capturing the
memoir's blend of grit and grace. It frames memory not as a burden, butas a
map.

4. "Love is more than flowers and good times. It’s a responsibility and an honor.
Love is a duty."

e Why it works: This redefines love from a passive feeling to an active,
powerful choice, which is central to the author's journey of caring for her
family and finding God.

5. "It hurts to hurt, but there is honor and integrity in knowing who you are and how
far you’ve come."

e Why it works: This acknowledges the pain of looking back while validating
the strength it takes to do so. It's a deeply empathetic and encouraging line.

6. "My life bore the wrinkled scars of one well trained to move on; so | did."



e Why it works: This is a poetic and heartbreaking summary of a life shaped by
trauma, where "moving on" is a survival skill, not a choice.

7. "Home would not be a place to which | could return."

e Why it works: This short, poignant line powerfully conveys the themes of
loss, displacement, and the search for belonging.

8. "Child abuse and poverty delay the ability to become a true human and not a
dazed creature."

e Why it works: This is a raw, unflinching statement about the deep,
developmental impact of trauma, resonating with authenticity.

9. "We must never give up on him because God never gives up on us."

e Why it works: This is a core tenet of the Christian faith journey described in
the book, offering a simple yet profound message of hope.

10. "Perfect, full love birthed a powerful, intimate passion that only the Creator
himself could have made."

e Why it works: This line captures the transcendent moment of finding divine
love amidst the chaos, marking a key turning point.

11."God is our new normal."

e Why it works: This is a fantastic, modern summary of a complete spiritual
transformation. It frames faith not as an addition to life, but as the new
foundation of reality.

12."Silence is pervasive in cultures like this. You remain quiet because you don’t
talk about that kind of thing."

e Why it works: This line powerfully explains the suffocating environment of
abuse and why speaking out is such a courageous act.

Cinematic & Trailer-Style Quotes

(These lines are short, high-impact, and create intrigue.)

1. "There are things | need to tell you—or rather, things I’m not supposed to tell
you."



10.

e Why it works: This is the perfect trailer opener. It's conspiratorial, intriguing,
and promises a story that breaks the rules.

"Far greater men have come against me... and I’m still here."

e Why it works: This line is pure defiance and strength. It's a cinematic
declaration of survival against impossible odds.

"Wake up, sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you."

¢ Why it works: Quoted from Scripture, this line is epic, urgent, and perfectly
encapsulates the theme of spiritual rebirth.

"My soul could float away on a cloud. That’s how I’'ll get home."

e Why it works: This is hauntingly beautiful and poetic. It conveys a deep
sense of despair and the desire for escape in a visually evocative way.

"I’d rather have the daughter."

e Why it works: This is a chilling, villainous line that creates immediate
tension and a sense of dread. It's incredibly effective for a dramatic trailer
moment.

"Demons are no different from criminals and child molesters. They are still
predators just without physical bodies."

e Why it works: This line makes the spiritual battle visceral and terrifyingly real
by grounding it in real-world evil.

"The warrior is a child."

e Why it works: This powerful paradox from a chapter title is deeply moving
and thought-provoking. It speaks to the immense strength required of
children who endure trauma.

"l wanted to be found."

e Why it works: A simple, heartbreaking plea. Its vulnerability is its strength,
creating an instant emotional connection with the narrator.

"Evil has a face... but God is strong and good."

e Why it works: This is a classic good vs. evil setup, perfect for a trailer. It
establishes the stakes and the ultimate source of hope.

"The world went quiet."



e Why it works: This short phrase is incredibly atmospheric and ominous. It
signals a major, life-altering shift in the narrator's world.

11."Sexuality is a door to a hidden world... This is nho place for children."

e Why it works: This line is both profound and foreboding, hinting at the
violation of innocence that is central to the story.

12."You have to go to him because he won’t come to you."

e Why it works: Delivered as a divine command, this line is mysterious and
compelling. It creates a sense of an urgent, holy mission.

Character-Defining Quotes

(These lines reveal the author's personality, internal struggles, and resolve.)

1. "l haven’t survived this far in life by being silent."

e Why it works: This is a powerful statement of intent and defines the
narrator's core motivation for writing the book: her voice is her weapon.

2. "I might be a witch, but I’ll be a good witch!"

e Why it works: This quirky, memorable line perfectly captures her internal
conflict—feeling tainted by evil but determined to choose good.

3. "This disillusioned old dog had very little fight in her, despite only being in her
thirties."

¢ Why it works: This shows a moment of profound weariness and self-
awareness, making her eventual triumph even more impactful.

4. "Be the father | never had. Take care of me, fix me—I am nothing, | need help!"

e Why it works: This is the raw, desperate prayer at the heart of her
conversion. It's a moment of complete surrender and vulnerability.

5. "l want to walk with you now, and | want even more than what Enoch had."

e Why it works: This line reveals her spiritual ambition and hunger. She
doesn't just want faith; she wants a deep, legendary intimacy with God.

6. "l was a powerless child, protected by my Father’s authority."



10.

11.
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e Why it works: This shows her understanding of her new identity in faith—not
strong in herself, but strong through a higher power.

"My resolve to follow the Holy Spirit pulled me to my feet—well, that and the
shrill whine of a mosquito."

¢ Why it works: This blend of the sacred and the mundane is a hallmark of her
voice, showing her groundedness and humor even in moments of spiritual
decision.

"You’re mean."

e Why it works: Spoken as a child to her abusive stepdad, this quiet, simple
line shows her innate defiance and moral clarity even when terrified.

"Hmmm, time to live like someone who’s worthy of finding."

e Why it works: This is a beautiful turning point. It shifts her perspective from
being a victim to actively participating in her own value and redemption.

"l was running out of gas and self-worth."

e Why it works: A painfully relatable and honest admission of burnout and
depression that defines the low point before her spiritual renewal.

"The soldier in me started walking."

e Why it works: This line shows her ingrained resilience and determination.
When faced with a challenge, her survival instincts kick in.

"l was a wreck."

e Why it works: The brutal, unadorned honesty of this two-word sentence is
powerful. It encapsulates her state before her transformation without any
pretense.

Witty & Humorous Remarks

(These lines showcase the author's sharp, often self-deprecating humor, providing
moments of levity.)

1.

"Did we walk in on Christian feminism or politics?"



e Why it works: A funny, relatable observation about the often-overlapping
and intense conversations that can happen in a church study group.

. "Geez, were you sipping the communion wine again?"

e Why it works: This is a lighthearted, insider's joke for anyone who has been
part of a church community. It's warm and funny.

. "Take a dump before you clock out, and you get to sh*t on the company dime."

e Why it works: This bit of crude, blue-collar advice from her father is
unexpected and hilarious, showcasing the dysfunctional but real world she
came from.

. "This isn’t Gilligan’s friggin’ Island! No one is making technology in the middle of

nowhere."

e Why it works: Her exasperated response to her mother's confusion is funny,
full of personality, and showcases their dynamic.

. "Darrell’s gonna think you’ve been eating dairy again."

e Whyitworks: Thisis aninside joke that feels authentic and humorous,
hinting at a character's quirky sensitivities and the group's familiar rapport.

. "l thought the news said that it will be ‘clear with probiotic clouds.’ It really said

‘periodic clouds.’”

e Why it works: Her mother's mishearing is absurd and delightful, showcasing
the daffy humor that runs through their relationship.

. "My readers were angels and | bet their fists were in the air because they got

active."

e Why it works: A wonderfully meta and witty line where she pictures the
heavenly host as her cheering section. It's clever and endearing.



